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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2015-214
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Jones
Date of Introduction: March 25, 2015
Committee(s) of Reference: R, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: March 23, 2015
Type of Action: Amending Ordinance Code regarding prohibitions of sexual offenders and predators 
Bill Summary: This bill amends Chapter 685 (Sexual Offender and Sexual Predator Regulation) and Chapter 685.104 (Prohibited Activities for Sexual Offenders) to more clearly define for law enforcement the types of events, decorations and costumes that sexual predators and sexual offenders are prohibited from using.
Background Information: The Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office suggested several amendments to the existing Chapter 685 of the Ordinance Code, based upon the officers’ experience in the field, in order to minimize or prevent attacks on children during vulnerable times of the year such as, but not limited to, Valentine’s Day, Halloween, Easter Christmas, fall festivals, school parties, etc. 
Sexual offenders and predators are not permitted to wear costumes, clothing, makeup, mask or anything that would alter a person’s appearance; and must avoid all Halloween related contact with children. Additionally, a legible sign (clearly visible from the street) must be posted at sexual offenders and predators’ residence, vessel or vehicle stating “no candy or treats here” from 6:00am to 11:59pm, on October 31st (or any other day Halloween is celebrated). Decorations are not allowed to be visible from the exterior of any sexual offender or predator’s residence, vehicle of vessel, or any property which is leased, rented, owned or occupied by such person.
Policy Impact Area: Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Mitchell
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